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Follow Peace with all Men, and Holineſs, without which no 
Man ſhall jee the Lord, Looking diligently, leaſt any Man 
fail of the Grace of God, leaſt any Root of Bitterneſs 
ſpringing up, trouble you, and therzby many be defil:d, 
Heb. xii. 14, 15. ; 

But to do Good, and to communicate forget not, for with ſuch 
Facriſices God is well pleaſed, Heb. xiii. 16, 
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8 (4) 
look hard and difficult, let your Eye be 
to Him whois All-ſuffictent, who divided 
the Waters of old for His People 1/rael, 
and who remains to be what He has al- 
ways been to His faithful People, a God 
nei at Hand, and a preſent Help in every 
nerd ful Time of Trouble; ſo that there is 

reat Encouragement for ſincere Minds 
{till to truſt in him, who has ſaid concern- 
ing the true Seed, Heb. xiii. 5. I will never 
leave thee, nor forſake thee. We read that 
the Race 1s not to the Swift, nor the Bat- 


tle to the Strong, but he that endures to 
the End, the ſame ſhall be ſaved: Many 
that have made good Beginnings, and run 
well for a Time, for Want of Watchful- | 
neſs, have miſcarried, and gone into diſ- 
honourable and reproachful Things, where- 
by the Way of Truth has been evil ſpoken 


% 
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IT is certain, that they who have begun | 
in the Spirit, may fall ſhort of Salvation, 
if they do not continue to follow the Lord, 


we read concerning Caleb, that he followed 


the Lord fully ; and although the People of | 
Iſrael had been mightily favoured, . yet | 
many of them forſook the Lord, but | 
good Joſhua ſaid, Joſh. xxiv. 15. But as for | 


me and my Houſe, we will ſerve the Lord, he 
8 2 and 
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and Caleb, who were Mea of right Spirits, 
entered the Holy Land. 


IT is not what Men have formerly ſul- 
fered or gone through upon a religious Ac- 
count, that will render them acceptable in 
the Sight of God, if they do not continue 
in well-doing to the End, for if the rizhte- 
ous Man turn away from his Righteouſneſs, and 


\ commits Iniquity, all his former Righteouſneſs 
ſhall not be remembred, but for his laiquity 
that he hath committed, he ſhall ſurely die; 


therefore ir is good for him that thinks he 


| ſtands, to take Heed leaſt he fall, for no 


Man is longer fate than he is upon his 


Guard; and if you are careful, that you 
may be found living agreeable to the Di- 
vine Will, and walking as becomes your 
| Holy Profeſſion, you will be greatly blett, 
and He that was Abraham's Shield, and his 
exceeding great Reward, will defend and 
| preſerve you, as you abide in His Fear and 
Counſel, and in obeying of the Lord, you 
will enjoy great Reward and Peace, be- 
| yond what Tongue or Pen can ſet forth. 


AND my Friends, where any of you are 


| called to ſuffer upon a religious Account, 
| I would have you to ſuffer cheerfully, like 


the true Believers weread of, that took 
A 3 joytully 
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(% 
joy fully the ſpoiling of their Goods, being 
thankful that they were not only ace αντ 
ed worthy to believe, but alſo to ſuffer for 
the Sake and Cauſe of CHriſt; let no Tfte- 
reſt prevail with you to go againſt Con- 
viction, to avoid ſuffering for ſome rhat 
have ſinned againſt Knowlbdge, Hand have 
taken indirect Ways t avid fuffer ing 
have brought # great deal of Guik upon 
themſelves, but follow thoſe Things which 
bring Peace, that when ever it thalh'pleaſe 
the Lord to call you hence, it may hela 
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68 
the Truth in the Purity of it, that you 
may be as ſo many Lights and Way- marks 


in the ſeveral Places Where your Lots are 
caſt. 


Axp my beloved Friends, I tenderly 
deſire, that you may manifeſt your ſelves 
to be truly and indeed the Followers of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by your loving one an- 
other, and living agreeable to His Holy 
Doctrine, whoſe Followers you proſeſs to 
be, who taught his Diſciples not only to 
love one another, but alſo to love their Eni- 
mies, and to do Good for Evil, and to bleſs 
them that curſe them, and pray for thoſe 
that did deſpitefully uſe them; and as 
Diſcord in Families; and amongſt Relati- 
ons, and Neighbours, has often had migh- 
ty pernicious and bad Effects, I deſire that 
you may guard againſt Tale-bearing, and 
all Things that may tend to make Strife, 
and if any that have not Government and 
Command of their Tongues, ſhould revile | 
you, learn of Him, viz. the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who when He was reviled by evil 
and wicked Tongues, did not revile again, 
but let it be maniteſt, that you have got 
Command of your Tongues and Tempers, 
we read, that he that. governs his own Spirit, 
is ſaid to be ſtrong er than he that takes a C in, 

an 
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and the wiſe Man faith, that a /oft Anſwer 
turns away Wrath. 


As the Holy Scriptures are fo full of In- 
ſtruction, I wiſh that you may be very 
frequent in reading, or cauſing them to be 
read in your Families: And dear Friends, 
I tenderly deſire that you may all be care- 
ful to keep to the heavenly Salt in your 
ſelves, that ſo through your keeping to 
the ſeaſoning Grace of God in your own 
Minds, you may be inſtrumental to ſea- 
ſon the Minds of your Children and Ser- 
vants : Let your Words be few and ſavou- 
ry, ſeaſon'd with Grace, that they may 
miniſter Grace to the Hearers; you may 
aſſure your ſelves, that our Saviour intend- 
ed todiſcourage idle Talking and fooliſh 
jeſting, by giving us to underſtand, that 
a Man ſhould give an Account in the Day 
of Judgment for every idle Word, Mat. xii. 
36. and if Men muſt render an Account to 
the righteous Judge of all the Earth, for 
every idle Word, how much more for groſs 
Enormities ; and as I believe, that many of 
you are ſenſible, that ſome People's Chil- 
dren have been greatly hurt thro' keeping 
looſe. and evil-minded : Company, there- 
fore Lentreat, that you would watch care- 


fully over your Children and Families, and 


endeavour 
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As the Holy Scriptures are fo full of In- 
ſtruction, I wiſh that you may be very 
frequent in reading, or cauſing them to be 
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vour to bring your Children and Servants 
to frequent ſuch Meetings both on Firſt 
and Week Days, as much as you well can, 
and as it is certain, that God who is a Spi- 
rit, may be truly worſhiped in Spirit, 
when nothing is outwardly ſpoken, I 
would have you wait to be ſenſible there- 
of in your religious Meetings, that ſo they 
may be made truly comfortably and ed1- 
fy ing to you; and if you wait to feel the 
Power of Chriſt in your ſilent Waiting, 
you will be encouraged to keep up your 
Meetings, and as you may read, how the 
Primitive Chriſtians were baptized into 
Chriſt, and ſo came to put on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the New and Heavenly Man, 
I very much deſire, that you may experi- 
ence what it is to be baptized into the Di- 
vine and Heavenly Nature of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; and as you witneſs the Di- 
vine Nature to bear Rule in your Hearts, 
you will ſhew forth Chriſtianity in your 
Lives and Actions, and for this I am ſin- 
cere in my Deſires, that ſo you may an- 
{wer the Kindneſs and Love of God, in vi- 
ſiting you, and gathering you to be a 
People; and as you are ſenſible that we 
are but Sojourners here, and that the End 
of all fading Enjoyments are near at hand 
to us, therefore I tenderly deſire, that you 
may 


2.5 7, 
may look beyond all theſe low Things, to 


the Reward which will not fade away, If 
you are riſen with Chriſt, ſaith the Apoſtle, 


ſet your Afﬀedtions on Ihings which are above: 
Although it is lawful for Chriſtians to mind 
Earthly Things in their Places, yet we 
ought to be careful, that we do not mind 
theſe low Things too much, leaſt thereby 
we are diverted from ſeeking of the dura- 
ble Treaſure, you find what a fad Sentence 
went out againſt them that we read. of in 
Lake, that were invited to the Supper, and 
made Excuſes; although the Things that 
they were taken up with, were lawful in 
themſelves, one had married a Wife, and an- 
— other had bought a Farm, and a third, Oxen, 
and they all deſired to be excuſed ; and we 
find, that beeauſe they made Excuſes, the 
Lord of the Servant ſaid, that none of them 
that were bidden ſhould taſte of his Supper : 
Now this is left upon Record for our In- 
ſtruction, may you all be truly redeemed 
out of the Love and Spirit and Friendſhip 


of the World, that you may ſenſibly wit- 


neſs what it is to have your Converſation 
in Heaven, and have inward Communion 


with the Lord, as the true Chriſtians of 


old bad, while they were living in the 
World: We read, that the Friendſbip of the 
World is Enmity with God. A* 8020 219 
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remember that excellent Counſel of the 
- Apoſtle, where he faith, Heb. xii. 14. Fol- 
low Peace with all Men and Holineſs, without 


which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord: And be 


tender of one another's Reputations ; and 
if any Friend or Brother be overtaken in a 
Faulr, endeavour to reſtore him in the Spi- 
rit of Meekneſs, and watch in the Holy 
Light, which ſhews you the Evil and the 
Temptations of Satan, when they are pre- 
ſented, that thereby you may be preſerved 
from joining with them. 


So with Deſires that you may all be fo 
conſtant upon your Watch, that he that 
envies your Happineſs, and that goes about 
continually, ſeeking who he can get in 
upon, may be fruſtrated in his Deſigns up- 
on you. I remain your Friend and Brother 
in the TRUTH, 


T ondon the 12th of : g 
the 2d Month 1731. Benjami n Holme * 
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